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ECHO Child Protection Policy
This policy applies to all staff including senior managers, directors, volunteers, trustees,

sessional workers, students or anyone working in the name of ECHO.

The purpose of this policy
A To protect the children and young people who use ECHO's services or
support, this includes children of adult service users and staffvolunteers.
A To provide staff with an overview that guides our approach to principles of
child protection and safeguarding

ECHO believes that no child or young person should experience abuse of any kind.
We have a responsibility to keep children and young people safe and promote their
wellbeing. All of our working practices will focus on protecting them.

ECHO acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard and protect the welfare of every
child and young person who uses their service and is committed to working to
provide a safe environment for all memiers. This policy deals with the protection of
children.

Children are those under 18 years of age. We acknowledge that every child or young
person who participates in ECHO activity or service should be able to take part in an
enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from poor practice and abuse.
This is the responsibility of every adult involved with ECHO.

This policy has been drawn up on the basis of law and guidance that seeks to
protect children namely:

Children’s Act 1989

United Convention of the rights of the child 1991

Data Protection Act 1998

Sexual Offences Act 2003

Children Act 2004

Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006

Protection of Freedoms Act 2012

Children and Families Act 2014

Special educational needs and disability (SEND) code of practice 0-25 years-
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1 Statutory guidance for organisations which work with and support children
who

1 Have special educational needs or disabilities. HM Government 2014
1 NSPCC policy support and information guidance

The guiding principles of ECHO child protection policy are that:
1  The child's welfare is paramount.

1 All children and young people have a right to be protected from abuse
regardless of their age gender, disability, culture, language, racial origin,
religious beliefs or sexual orientation.

1 All allegations and suspicions of abuse will be taken seriously and responded
to in accordance with local policies and procedures in full partnership with
those agencies charged with statutory child protection duties.

1 All staff (paid/unpaid) have a responsibility to report concerns to the
Designated Person with responsibility for child protection.

1 Staffivolunteers are not trained to deal with situations of abuse or to decide if
abuse has occurred.

1 ECHO staff, volunteers or any adults having direct access to children and
young people or those with opportunity to develop trusting relationships will
be required to complete a full DBS check.

1 ECHO staff and volunteers will receive safeguarding training and updates
every three

What to do if you suspect any abuse of any child

You must immediately inform the designated person for child protection;
Samantha Johnson CEO samantha@echo-evelina.org.uk 0207 998 4710 or 07730
146 154

If this person is not available, you should then contact the named child protection
officer at the event or the chairperson David Philpott.

You must not try to investigate the matter on your own, staff are not equipped or
qualified to do so.

If a child talks to you about a child protection issue, listen but do not lead, write notes
as soon as safe to do so.
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The role of the designated person is to:

1 Obtain information from staff, volunteers, children or parents and carers who
have child protection concerns and to record this information.

1 Assess the information quickly and carefully and ask for further information as
appropriate.

1 They should also consult with a statutory child protection agency such as the
local social services department or the NSPCC to clarify any doubts or worries.

1 The designated person should make a referral to a statutory child protection
agency or the police without delay.

1. The designated person has been nominated by (ECHO to refer allegations or
suspicions of neglect or abuse to the statutory authorities. In the absence of
Samantha Johnson the matter should be brought to the attention of David Philpott.
2. Suspicions will not be discussed with anyone other than those nominated above.
3.1t is the right of any individual to make direct referrals to the child protection
agencies. If for any reason you believe that the nominated persons have not
responded appropriately to your concerns, then it is up to you to contact the child
protection agencies directly.

We will seek to keep children and young people safe by:

1 Listening, valuing and respecting them

=

Appointing a designated safeguarding officer(DSO) for children and young
people within ECHO and at each event

Adopting child protection practices in everything we do

Developing and producing e-safety policy

Providing support to all staff or adults within ECHO
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Recruiting staff, volunteers and trustees safely ensuring all safety checks are

made

1 Recording information securely about safety concerns and sharing our policy
with the wider ECHO community

1 Share our concerns with relevant agencies when needed

1 Ensure we have effective complaints and whistleblowing measures in place

1 Ensuring we provide a safe physical environment for our children, young
people, staff and volunteers by applying health and safety measures.

1 Training and supporting staff, volunteers and trustees

1 Risk assessments for events, activity and day to day projects
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CHILD PROTECTION

There are four ways in which adults can put children and young people in danger of
abuse and major harm. The Government has provided the following definitions to
guide all professionals working with children and families, to help them identify when
there are serious causes for concern about children.

Neglect:

Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child's basic physical and/or psychological
needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child's health or development.
It may involve a parent or carer failing to provide adequate food, shelter and clothing,
failing to protect a child from physical harm or danger, or the failure to ensure access
to appropriate medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or
unresponsiveness to, a child's basic emotional needs

This covers situations where children suffer because the people who care for them
fails to do things such as provide enough food, clothes or a warm home for them.
This failure would have to be severe and it would need to be connected to the
concern about the child's health or development.

Physical abuse:

Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding,
drowning, harm, or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may
also be caused when a parent or carer feigns the symptoms of, or deliberately causes,
ill health to a child they are looking after. This situation is commonly described using
terms such as fabricated or induced illness.

If an adult physically injures a child or young person, this would be abuse. Different
families have different ideas about how to punish children, but if an adult physically
injures a child as punishment, this is abuse. It may also be that an adult has not
actually caused the injury, but should have taken better care of the child to prevent
the injury happening. Fabricated or induced illness is where parents continually take
their children for medical treatment when they are not ill. The parents may also
deliberately make the child ill by giving them medicine or other substances to
intentionally suffocate them, interfere with medical equipment or exaggerating
symptoms that may cause unnecessary investigations.
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Sexual abuse:

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in
sexual activities, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities
may involve physical contact, including penetrative (for example, rape or buggery) or
non-penetrative acts. They may include non-contact activities, such as involving
children in looking at, or in the production of, pornographic material or watching
sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways.

Sexual abuse is where adults try to use a child for their own sexual intentions. This
may involve pornography, fondling, sexual intercourse or other forms of sexual activity
that the child does not agree to and does not understand.

Emotional abuse:

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill treatment of a child such as to cause
severe and persistent adverse effects on the child's emotional development. It may
involve conveying to children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or
valued only in so far as they meet the needs of another person. It may feature age or
developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed upon children. It may
involve causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation
or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of ill
treatment of a child, though it may occur alone.

Emotional abuse is where an adult continually treats a child cruelly, or in a way which
rejects and undermines them, for example, by constantly picking on a child, taunting
or humiliating them to the point where the child becomes very nervous or
withdrawn.

Recent guidance notes other sources of stress for children and families, such as social
exclusion, domestic violence, the mental illness of a parent or carer, or drug and
alcohol misuse. These may have a negative impact on a child’'s health and
development and may be noticed by an organisation caring for a child. If it is felt that
a child’s well-being is adversely affected by any of these areas, the same procedures
should be followed.
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The following signs may or may not be indicators that abuse has taken place.

Physical signs of abuse
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Any injuries not consistent with the explanation given for them

Injuries which occur to the body in places which are not normally exposed to
falls or games

Unexplained bruising, marks or injuries on any part of the body

Bruises which reflect hand marks or fingertips (from slapping or pinching)
Cigarette burns

Bite marks

Broken bones

scalds

Injuries which have not received medical attention

Neglect-under nourishment, failure to grow, constant hunger, stealing or
gorging food, untreated illnesses, inadequate care

Repeated urinary infections or unexplained stomach pains

Changes in behaviour which can also indicate physical abuse:
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Fear of parents being approached for an explanation

Aggressive behaviour or severe temper outbursts

Flinching when approached or touched

Reluctance to get changed, for example, wearing long sleeves in hot weather
Depression

Withdrawn behaviour

Running away from home

Emotional signs of abuse

The physical signs of emotional abuse may include;

A failure to thrive or grow particularly if a child puts on weight in other
circumstances e.g. in hospital or away from their parents’ care

Sudden speech disorders

Persistent tiredness

Development delay, either in terms of physical or emotional progress

Changes in behaviour which can also indicate emotional abuse include:

A
f
1
f
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Olbsessions or phobias

Sudden under-achievement or lack of concentration
Inappropriate relationships with peers and/or adults
Being unable to play
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Attention seeking behaviour

Fear of making mistakes
Self-harm
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Sexual Abuse

Fear of parent being approached regarding their behaviour

The physical signs of sexual abuse may include:
A Pain or itching in the genital/anal area
Bruising or bleeding near genital/anal areas
Sexually transmitted disease

Vaginal discharge or infection

Stomach pains

Discomfort when walking or sitting down
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Pregnancy

Changes in behaviour which can also indicate sexual abuse include:
A Sudden or unexplained changes in behaviour e.g. becoming withdrawn or
aggressive
Fear of being left with a specific person or group of people
Having nightmares
Running away from home
Sexual knowledge which is beyond their age or development al level
Sexual drawings or language
Bedwetting
Eating problems such as over-eating or anorexia
Self-harm or mutilation, sometimes leading to suicide attempts
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